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[fe)VIb BT has been affecting life in
Algeria tremendously as in other parts of
the world. School .cancellations were a
reasonable response to the burgeoning
virus pandemic ‘and *the * unprecedented
circumstances required the immediate
closure of all educational institutions
without notice or planning. Studies were
suspended and postponed and thus
assessment and testing were no exception.

What was a grave issue was that
due to the cancellation and postponement
of tests, some students were very anxious
about missing out important opportunities
and others were eager to know how to
advance to the next level. Yet, there exist
several challenges of offline testing;
involving the wearing of masks and gloves
and the need for 1.5m of space between
desks and the difficulty in securing test
sites because of the vast clus*rs of people.
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Some Algerian institutions

(schools and universities) resorted to

o teac'h‘ers), and test fairness and credibility.
From one hand, pulling from my own
. experience; and based on the testimony of

several university teachers, there did
experience  many difficulties  while
designing and administering an online
test/exam.

ngst these challenges, were
internet ivity as  previously
mentioned, the nature of questions bank
available on the e-platform and which
does gagt allow much freedom to the
teacher design appropriate exam questions
as re ard# validity and reliability. Also,
the rate of cheating was highly probable
like sereen sharing, using advanced smart
phones applications and getting a second
partyjassistance. ,
om another hand, even though
ible in some cases, it

appeared it s preferred offline
exarrl hat they had already
expe e familiar with. Also,

learners showe disseatisfaction about the

St questions and

computer based testing or online testing as nature  of the
a resolution to this issue and the situationmd about the'time allotted. Many

was slowly stabilizing with some online
at-home tests being offered for a limited
period. . J——

Nonetheless, the introduction of
online at-home testing was a big challenge
for the Algerian schools and universities
because of several reasons such as;
resources, internet services, internet

affordability (as regards students and

of them as well questioned  the tests
' validity and reliability."
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ine te use It was

apt. They
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